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Tactic of Involving a Specialist in Interrogation

The research paper considers the methods of interacting with specialists
and analyzes a situation when involvement of specialists in interrogation
is required or recommended. The article contains practical advice for law
enforcement agencies and investigators on planning and conducting
investigative (search) actions in criminal proceedings. The author has
analyzed tactical techniques that investigators can apply to utilize
specialists and their expertise during interrogations and other actions.
Emphasis is placed on how the determining role of specialists can affect
decisions and strategies in trial. The author studies potential risks and
benefits associated with the involvement of specialists and provides
practical guidelines for optimizing this process. The author emphasizes the
importance of careful planning and coordination of efforts of all participants
in a criminal proceeding in order to obtain the best results in specific
expertise use.

Keywords: forensic examination, criminal case, tactic, specific expertise,
specialist, interrogation, justice, evidence, investigation, proceedings

Research Problem Formulation. In the course of pre-trial investigation
and trial of a criminal proceeding, the proving process is a key element in
establishing the truth about a crime. The essence of the proving process is to
collect, examine and evaluate evidence and its sources, as well as to support
findings in order to seek the objective truth. This truth is the basis for a fair,
lawful, and justified decision.

Rapid development of science and technology, as well as new forms and
methods of criminal activity, require police officers to constantly improve
their expertise in collecting and studying evidentiary information based on
their specific knowledge.

Under the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, specific expertise can
be utilized in two ways: by involving a specialist or by conducting forensic
examination. Thanks to his/her professional knowledge and skills, a
specialist can help the investigator identify, record and seize evidence. He or
she can also provide consulting to the investigator during certain procedural
actions. This is subsequently recorded in the minutes.

Analysis of Essential Research and Publications. Forensic examination
is the most advanced form of specific expertise application in a criminal
proceeding. It allows the use of the full range of modern scientific and
technical methods ! in the investigation and trial of criminal cases,
significantly expanding the capabilities of investigators and courts.

Forensic examination is one of the essential means of evidence collection
in a criminal proceeding. Its correct and efficient use can have a significant
impact on the course of criminal investigation. A common form of using

! baxaniok B. B. IlpaBoBi Ta opraHi3aiiifHO-TaKTUYHI OCHOBW IIPOBEIEHHS eKCIIePTH3 Y
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specific expertise is a specialist’s participation in interrogation 2. However,
issues related to the tactic of his/her involvement remain out of focus.
The research papers mainly outline the organization of the specialist’s
participation, while the tactic of his/her involvement is understudied. Some
authors undermine the role of the specialist in carrying out investigative
(search) actions. H. S. Bidniak notes that activity of a specialist is a
component of investigative action, actually - one of procedural and tactical
means of its conduct 3. O. O. Bondarenko points out that “importance of
the teacher’s participation in the interrogation of an underage person goes
beyond assisting the investigator, while his/her participation, which is even
more important, is a means of ensuring the rights and legitimate interests of
underage persons” 4. Availability of different opinions regarding a specialist’s
procedural role necessitates an exploration of the tactic for involving
specialists in investigative actions, particularly in interrogations.

The Article Purpose is defined as specifying tactical features of involving
a specialist in investigative (search) actions in general and conducting
interrogation in particular.

Main Content Presentation. Currently, a large number of issues arising
from collection and examination of evidentiary and forensic information
in criminal cases can be successfully resolved only through the use of the
latest advances in science and technology. This knowledge is possessed by
highly skilled specialists. As set out in Part 1 of Article 71 of the Criminal
Procedure Code of Ukraine, “Specialist in criminal proceedings shall be a
person who has special knowledge and skills necessary to use technical or
other devices, and who is able to consult during pre-trial investigation and
judicial proceedings on issues which require special knowledge and skills” 5.
These consultations concern the issues requiring specific expertise and skills
possessed by a specialist.

Part two of Article 71 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine states that
a specialist may be committed by parties during pre-trial investigation and
by court during judicial proceedings to directly provide technical assistance,
and give opinions on issues within the scope of his/her knowledge®. It is
important to note that a specialist cannot replace a forensic expert. His/
her role consists in assisting the investigation, the court and the parties to a
criminal proceeding, as well as in providing conclusions on issues within the
scope of his/her competence.

The Law of Ukraine On Forensic Examination defines the main and rather
wide areas of human activity, which data, as much as specific expertise, can
be used in criminal procedural activities . They are as follows:

- science: this includes all branches of scientific knowledge, such as
physics, chemistry, biology, medicine, psychology, economics, etc.;

- engineering: this includes various branches of engineering, such as
mechanical engineering, electronics, construction, information technology
(IT), etc,;

- arts: this includes various types of art, such as music, painting, literature,
theater, cinema, etc.;

2 3aenp A. I1. Opranizariiisi ripoGrieMu Cy10Bo-eKCIepTHOI fiistbHoCTi. Teopia ma npaxmuxa cyooboi

excnepmu3u i Kpuminazicnuxu : 30. HayK.-IipakT. MaTepiaiis. Bu. 4. Xapkis, 2004. C. 8-12.

Binnsax I'. C. BukopucranHs crierialbHuX 3HaHb TPV PO3CITi/TyBaHHI ITaXpavicTs : JIVC. ... KaH/I.
ropul. Hayk : 12.00.09. quinpo, 2018. 248 c.
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gov.ua/laws/show/4038-12#Text

Osena Maxkaposa

TAKTUKA 3AJTYYEHHAA
CITELIAJIICTA OO OOIINTY

\ craTTi
MeTOoaM
crerfiayricramu, a
IIiIIaHo aHaJtisy cuTyariii,
KOJIM 3aJTyUYeHHs daxisiiis
710 JIONNTY € HeoOXimHuM um
PeKOMeH/IOBaHVIM. CrarTs
MICTUTB ~ HpaKTUYHI  TOpaan
IS TIPaBOOXOPOHHMIX
opraHiB  Ta  Caigumx 1IOI0
HHaHyBaHHﬁ Ta HpOBe)IeHHZ
ciuux  (pO3IIYKOBUX) ity
KpUMiHaJIBHUX  IIPOBAJIKEHHSX.
ITpoanastizoBaHo TaKTUYHi
npuvioMy, SKi  MOXyTe  OyTn
BUKOPUCTaHi CTIYMMM IS
MaKCVMaJIBHO eCpeKTVIBHOl"O
BUKOPWUCTaHHS  CIerjiamicTis  Ta
IXHIX 3HaHb IIif 4Yac JONUTY Ta
inmmx i, Takox 3BepTaeTbcs
yBara Ha Te, K BUPIITaJIbHU
BIUIVIB CIreriasiicTis MOXe
BIUIMBATM Ha MOOLKHI pimeHHs
Ta CcTparerii B Cy/IlOBOMY ITpOIIeCi.
ABTOpPOM CTaTTi pO3IJISAAIOTECS
TIOTeHIIiIVHI PU3UKM Ta BUTON,
ToB'sI3aHi 3 3aJTy YeHHSIM
daxisiip, i HagaHO INpaKTUUHI
pexoMeHpallii 3 onmTuUMisaIlii
mporo mporiecy. ITinkpecoeTbes
BaXKJIMBICTH peTebHOro

PO3ITISAIOTECS
B3aeMOJIiT 3i
TaKOX

IUTaHyBaHHS Ta  KOOpIWHAILil
3yCUIIb BCix Y4YacHUKiB
KpUMiHaJIBHOTO  TIPOBajKeHHS
Uit JIOCSATHEHHS — HavKpalmx
pesyiibTaTiB y  BUKOPWICTaHHI
crieriaIbHX 3HaHb.

Kimouosi  cjioBa:  ekcriepTusa,
KpuMiHajlbHa CIIpaBa, TaKTUKa,
crenijaybHi  3HaHHS, daxisels,

JIOTINT, TIPAaBOCY//Is, JI0Kas3M, PO3-
CITiyBaHHS, TPOBAIKeHHS
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Taktik der Einbeziehung eines
Spezialisten in das Verhor

Der Artikel befasst sich mit
den Methoden der Interaktion
mit Spezialisten und analysiert
auch die Situation, in der die
Einbeziehung von Spezialisten
in die Vernehmung erforderlich
oder empfohlen ist. Der Artikel

enthélt  praktische  Ratschlige
fur Strafverfolgungsbehorden
und  Ermittler zur Planung
und Durchfithrung von
Ermittlungsmafnahmen
(Durchsuchungen) in
Strafverfahren. Es werden
taktische Methoden analysiert,
die von Ermittlern eingesetzt

werden konnen, um Spezialisten
und deren Wissen bei Verhoren
und anderen Aktionen moglichst
effektiv  einzusetzen. Es wird
auch darauf hingewiesen,
wie sich der entscheidende
Einfluss von Spezialisten auf
die oberflichlichen Urteile und
Strategien im Gerichtsverfahren
auswirken kann. Der Autor
des Artikels beriicksichtigt die
potenziellen Risiken und Vorteile,
die mit der Einbeziehung von
Spezialisten verbunden sind, und
gibt praktische Empfehlungen zur

Optimierung dieses Prozesses.
Es wird betont, wie wichtig
eine sorgfiltige Planung und

Koordinierung der Bemiihungen
aller Beteiligten im Strafverfahren
ist, um bei der Nutzung von
Fachwissen optimale Ergebnisse zu
erzielen.

Schliisselworter: Fachwissen,
Strafverfahren, Taktik,
Spezialwissen, Spezialist, Verhor,
Justiz, Beweise, Ermittlungen,
Verfahren.
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- craft: this includes various types of crafts, such as joinery, blacksmithing,
jewelry making, pottery, etc. Undoubtedly, it is difficult to give an exhaustive
list of fields of knowledge from which data can be used as specific expertise,
especially in our time. However, it is obvious that since a crime can be
committed in a wide variety of areas of human activity and affect various
social relations, it is crucial to appoint forensic examinations using data from
any science, technology, manufacturing, art and craft.

Specific expertise in this context should be understood as any specific
expertise and skills of an objective nature. They can be obtained as a result
of: higher specialized professional training; scientific activity; practical
experience. This expertise and skills should correspond to the current
scientific, professional and practical level. Possessing them enables to
solve any scientific and practical issues within a particular specialty. It
should be pointed out that specific expertise does not include knowledge
of jurisprudence and other legal issues. The only exception is some specific
forensic expertise in the field of forensic technology. This means that the
investigator and the court must independently resolve legal issues arising in
the course of investigation and trial.

Involvement of a specialist in investigative (search) actions means that:
1) the specialist may be present during investigative (search) actions, such as
scene inspection, search, seizure of physical evidence; 2) he/she may provide
consultations and explanations to the investigator, assist in recording and
describing evidence; 3) in some cases, the specialist may independently carry
out certain actions, for example, photograph the scene, take fingerprints, etc.

Performing forensic examination: forensic examination is a study
conducted by a highly skilled specialist in order to obtain conclusions on
certain case circumstances; a forensic expert can examine physical evidence,
documents, records; the expert conclusion may significantly affect the course
of investigation and trial.

It is important to note that a specialist and a forensic expert have two
different procedural roles.

A specialist assists an investigator or court within the scope of his or
her expertise and skills without conducting research. A forensic expert
conducts examination and provides an opinion based on his or her expertise,
experience and research findings.

There is also a non-procedural form of using specific expertise. lts
application depends on the investigator’s discretion and is determined by
the specific investigative situation. For example, preliminary examination of
physical evidence with the participation of a specialist (outside the scope of
investigative action) prior to its submission for forensic examination. This can
be useful when understanding evidence requires specific expertise that the
investigator does not possess. Obtaining
consultations from specialists in various
fields on technical, technological,
economic and other issues arising
during investigation. This may help the
investigator gain a better understanding
of the case and make the right decision. It
should be noted that the non-procedural
use of specific expertise is not mandatory.
The investigator may decide not to involve
specialists in the investigation if he or she
believes that he or she can handle it on
his/ her own.

Specific expertise can be used in
a non-procedural manner not only
during investigation, but also before the
initiation of a criminal case. Specialists’
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involvement in conducting verification activities at the stage of deciding
whether to initiate a criminal case allows for: improving the quality and
reducing the time period of verification; more accurately evaluating materials
received and additionally collected; and timely deciding on whether to initiate
a criminal case. Specific expertise application at this stage is not mandatory.

Specific expertise utilization in the course of investigative actions expands
the investigator’s ability to study phenomena and subjects that fall within the
scope investigation. The investigator is endowed with ample opportunities
to use specific expertise. The Criminal Procedure Law enables him/her to
engage specialists to conduct a wide range of investigative actions, namely:
inspection of the scene, area, premises, objects and documents; inspection
of the corpse and its exhumation; seizure; search; investigative experiment;
obtaining samples for comparative study; interrogation of underage
witnesses. The Specialist may provide testimony and conclusions that may
become evidence in a case. It is worth stressing that specialists cannot
conduct investigative actions on their own; they can take part in them only
at the investigator’s invitation and assist the investigator within the scope of
their expertise and skills.

The decision to involve a specialist in the investigative (search) action is
made at the discretion of the investigator, but is usually based on the analysis
and assessment of the developed investigative situation. At the same time,
sometimes not the situation, but the law obliges the investigator to use
specific expertise in the course of investigation. Thus, the investigator is
obliged to involve a specialist in forensic medicine to participate in examining
the corpse at the place of its discovery, during exhumation, searching the
corpse, as well as during its examination 8. The tactic of interaction between
the investigator and specialists in the course of investigative (search) actions
is determined by investigative situations that occur during their preparation.
However, the choice of tactic depends on a number of factors, first of all, on the
degree of the investigator’s awareness of what information can be obtained
during the investigation (search) and how, what special difficulties can arise in
this respect, as well as on the degree of the investigator’s familiarity with the
specialist’s way of acting.

Here are some key points to consider when determining the tactic for
interacting with specialists:

- the purpose of involving a specialist: the investigator must clearly un-
derstand what information he or she expects to obtain from the specialist and
what tasks he or she intends to assign to the specialist;

- a specialist’s competence: the investigator must ensure that an involved
specialist has the necessary expertise and skills to fulfil tasks assigned to
him/her;

- a specialist’s psychological features:
the investigator must know how to better
interact with the specialist in order to
obtain the maximum amount of useful
information from him/ her;

- conditions of conducting the
investigative action: the investigator must
take into account the conditions under
which the investigative action will be
conducted and plan the interaction with
a specialist taking these conditions into
account.

Kpunminamsumin mporiecyambHUIT KOfleKe YKpaiHu :
3axon Ykpainm Biz 13.04.2012 Ne 4651 -VI // Baza
nanvx (B) «3akonomaserso Ykpainn» / Bepxosna
Pana (BP) Yxpaian. URL:https://zakon.rada.gov.
ua/laws/show/4651-17
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TACTIQUES D’IMPLICATION
D’UN SPECIALISTE DANS
L'INTERROGATOIRE

Larticle examine les modalités
d’interaction avec les spécialistes
et analyse également la situation
dans laquelle la participation de
spécialistes a linterrogatoire est
requise ou recommandée. Larticle
contient des conseils pratiques
destinés aux autorités chargées
de lapplication des lois et aux
enquéteurs sur la planification et
la conduite de mesures d’enquéte
(perquisitions) dans le cadre de
procédures pénales. Les méthodes
tactiques qui peuvent étre utilisées
par les enquéteurs sont analysées
afin dutiliser le plus efficacement
possible  les  spécialistes et
leurs connaissances lors des
interrogatoires et d’autres actions.
II montre également comment
I'influence décisive des spécialistes
peut affecter les jugements
superficiels et les stratégies du
processus judiciaire. Lauteur de
l'article examine les risques et
les avantages potentiels associés
a limplication de spécialistes et
fournit des  recommandations
pratiques pour optimiser ce
processus. Il souligne I'importance
d’une planification minutieuse et
d'une coordination des efforts de
toutes les parties impliquées dans
une procédure pénale afin d’obtenir
des résultats optimaux lors de
I'utilisation de I'expertise.

Mots-clés : expertise, procédure
pénale, tactique, connaissances
particulieres, spécialiste,

interrogatoire,  justice, preuve,

enquéte, procédure
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TAKTYKA ANGAZOWANIA
SPECJALISTY W
PRZESLUCHANIE

W artykule rozwazono sposoby
wspoldziatania ze specjalistami,
a takze przeanalizowano
sytuacje, w ktérej wymagane
lub zalecane jest zaangazowanie
specjalistow ~ w  przestuchanie.
Artykut zawiera praktyczne
porady dla organéw $cigania i
Sledczych dotyczace planowania
i przeprowadzania  czynnosci
dochodzeniowych (przeszukan) w
postepowaniu karnym. Analizie
poddano metody taktyczne,
ktore $ledczy moga wykorzystac
w celu jak najefektywniejszego
wykorzystania  specjalistow i
ich wiedzy podczas przestuchan
i innych dzialan. Zauwaza
takze, jak decydujacy wplyw
specjalistow moze wplynaé na
powierzchowne oceny i strategie

W  procesie prawnym. Autor
artykutlu  rozwaza  potencjalne
ryzyko i korzysci zwigzane z

zaangazowaniem specjalistow oraz
podaje praktyczne rekomendacje

dotyczace  optymalizacji  tego
procesu.  Podkresla  znaczenie
starannego planowania i
koordynacji wysitkéw wszystkich
stron zaangazowanych w
postepowanie karne w  celu
osiggniecia optymalnych

rezultatbw przy wykorzystaniu
wiedzy specjalistycznej.

Stowa kluczowe: ekspertyza,
postepowanie  karne,  taktyka,
wiedza specjalistyczna, specjalista,

przestuchanie, sprawiedliwosc,
material dowodowy, sledztwo,
procedura
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It should also be emphasized that tactic of interacting with specialists
may change depending on the investigative (search) action. The investigator
should be prepared to adjust his plans during interaction with the specialist.
The choice of tactic for working with a specialist is also influenced by how
often the investigator has had to work with him/her on criminal cases. Long-
term joint work on the investigation simplifies the tactic of their interaction
(does not require any preliminary explanations, instructions, and control
from the investigator). Within the framework of the tactical, not organizational
procedural aspect, one of the investigator’s crucial tasks during investigative
(search) actions is to ensure they are performed at a sufficient professional
level to achieve the desired results. These tasks can be fulfilled by:
thorough preparation to the investigative (search) action and skillful use of
psychological expertise.

In the course of pre-trial investigations, investigators seek to involve
specialists in investigative (search) actions in order to: obtain consultations
and clarification on issues requiring specific expertise; assist in conducting
investigative actions necessitating specific skills; use evidence requiring
special methods and means during research.

Involving specialists in investigative (search) actions can significantly
improve investigation efficiency. It is noteworthy that specialists who are
involved in investigative (search) actions should not express their personal
opinion concerning the guilt or innocence of a person. Their task is to provide
the investigator with information that can help him/her in case investigation.

Specific expertise plays a key role in crime investigation, and forensic
examination is one of the main forms of crime investigation. An expert can
help an investigator identify many important traces, physical evidence,
and circumstances that are important not only for detection and crime
investigation but also for preventive activities. It is especially important to
involve a specialist to conduct such an important and common investigative
activity as interrogation. Currently, specialists from various fields of
knowledge are invited to conduct interrogations. If necessary, an interpreter
may be invited to participate in interrogation. Specialists of other professions
may participate in interrogations of minors or underage persons. There are
several aspects of involving a specialist in interrogation.

1. Involvement of a specialist in interrogation by the investigator:
determining the need to involve a specialist; choosing an appropriate
specialist; notifying the specialist of involvement in interrogation; ensuring
the specialist’s presence at the interrogation.

2. Application of tactical interrogation techniques with a specialist’s
participation: formulation of questions taking into account the specialist’s
competence; interpretation of the specialist’s answers; using specific

expertise and skills to obtain evidence.

3. Involvement of several
specialists: coordination of specialists’
actions during interrogation; use of

expertise and skills of various specialists to
obtain unbiased information; synthesizing
interrogation results with participation of
several specialists.

The tactic of involving a specialist
in interrogation can be considered from
several aspects: the tactic of involving
a specialist in interrogation by an
investigator, the tactic of involving a
specialist in the implementation of tactical
interrogation techniques; the tactic of
involving a specialist in the case of several
specialists’ participation; the tactic of
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a specialist in interaction with an investigator; the tactic of a specialist in
interaction with an interrogated person °.

A specialist is called in to help the investigator establish “psychological
contact” during interrogation. Efficient interrogation is impossible without
establishing psychological contact with the interrogated person !°. V. Baran-
chuk defines psychological contact as a special type of interaction between
the investigator and participants in a criminal proceeding, which is based on
the investigator’s desire to initiate communication with the purpose of obtain-
ing truthful, comprehensive and reliable evidence related to a case !''. From
the perspective of O. Pasko and V. Horoshko, psychological contact is a spe-
cial kind of relationship between an investigator and participants in a criminal
proceeding, characterized by the investigator’s desire to maintain communi-
cation in order to obtain truthful, comprehensive and reliable testimony cor-
responding to a case 2.

In his research, V. Marchak outlines the issue of the need to involve
a specialist in interrogation, specifying that there is an opinion that
participation of a specialist interferes with the establishment of psychological
contact. However, according to the opinion of such researchers, sometimes
it is impossible to conduct interrogation in the absence of specialists, their
knowledge of science and technology, when the interrogated person takes
advantage of the investigator’s lack of knowledge on a number of specific
issues and tries to confuse him/her by using specific terminology. The
specialist eliminates such problems. The specialist can take an active
position and provide explanations to the investigator on issues arising during
interrogation. However, participation of a specialist who is endowed with
certain procedural independence and the right to certain procedural actions
can have both positive and negative consequences 3.

Some researchers emphasize the importance of involving a specialist
in interrogations, pointing out that there is a belief that their presence can
hinder the establishment of psychological contact with the interrogated
person. According to the authors, in certain situations the interrogation
cannot be conducted without the participation of specialists, since their
scientific and technical expertise is indispensable. This is especially true
when the interrogated person, knowing that the investigator is ignorant of
certain specific issues, deliberately tries to confuse him/her by using specific
terminology. A specialist plays a leading role in solving such issues. He or
she can actively assist the investigator by providing explanations on issues
occurring in the course of interrogation. However, it is important to clearly
define the limits of his or her authority. Participation of a specialist, who
possesses procedural independence and retains the right to intervene during
interrogation, should not be transformed into an independent interrogation .

Yu. Myroshnichenko has a completely different point of view and believes
that the provision of certain types of assistance by a specialist in the course
of interrogation is expedient only before or after interrogation. The researcher
believes that the specialist’s participation during interrogation should be
limited: assistance prior to or after interrogation - the specialist may assist
the investigator prior to or after interrogation; independent conduct of

°  Bonobyesa O. O. OcobamMBOCTi HisUIbHOCTI ClieliaIicTiB i CyHoBIMX eKCIIepTiB IiJ1 4ac 10CYI0BOro

cipersa. Kpuminaricmuunuti Gicnuk. 2006. Ne 1 (5). C. 41-46.

10 Tmenko A. B., Mapuyk P. T1. BukopucTaHHs CIielliaJIbHIX 3HaHb Y IIPaBOOXOPOHHIVI ITPAKTMLI:
crapi Ta HoBi ipoGiemu. HayxoBuii Gicnux HABC Vkpainu. Bum. 3. Kuis, 2008. C. 204-211.

' Bapanuyk B. B. CricreMa TaKTWYHVX IIPUVIOMIB YCTAHOBJIEHHS IICVXOJIONIYHOIO KOHTaKTy IIpu
JonmTi : aBToped. Auc. ... KaHp,. lopu. Hayk : 12.00.09. Xapxkis, 2018. 20 c.

Tacexo O. M., Topomiko B. B. KomyHikaTisHa roToBHICTb CJTiT4oro sik HeoOXiTHMII CKITagHIK
JIONUTY HeroBHOJITHIX. [Ti60enHoyrpaincekutl npabruvuts vaconuc. 2022. Ne 1-2. C. 273-277.

Mapuak B. SI. BukopucTaHHs CrieriajbHUX IICUXOJIONYHVMX 3HAaHB Y IOCY/IOBOMY CIIiJICTBI.
Yepnisui, 2005. 152 c.

Tawm camo.
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interrogation - the investigator must interrogate independently without a
specialist’s participation '°.

V. Kovbasa takes a different view, believing that it is essential to estab-
lish psychological contact when interrogating an underage person, and this
is exactly what the participation of a teacher in the interrogation contributes
to. The researcher points out: the significance of psychological contact - psy-
chological contact between the investigator and the underage person is cru-
cial for successful interrogation; the teacher’s role - the teacher can help the
investigator establish psychological contact with the underage person; bene-
fits of the teacher’s participation - the teacher’s participation in interrogation
can make it more comfortable for the underage person, which may result in
provision of more truthful and precise testimony 6.

There is another viewpoint, according to which researchers believe
that establishment of psychological contact during the interrogation of an
underage person is crucial, and this is exactly what the teacher’s involvement
in interrogation contributes to. During the interrogation of underage persons,
the investigator should always consult with the teacher about the condition
of the interrogated. In certain cases, the initiative of interrogating can be
transferred to the teacher, since it is easier for him/her to establish contact
with the child and use terminology corresponding to his/her age features .
Given the above, we believe that a specialist’s involvement in establishing
psychological contact is expedient.

I. Mykhailova emphasizes that in the process of interrogating minors, the
investigator must constantly consult with the teacher about the condition
of a person being interrogated, sometimes transferring the initiative of
interrogation to the teacher. This makes it easier to establish contact and use
terminology that is closer to the child’s age and development 8.

Thus, information obtained from the interrogated person is highly
complex in its structure, since it includes a significant number of parts, the
combination of which makes it possible to: reconstruct crime scene - the
investigator can reconstruct the crime scene, including its time, place,
circumstances, participants’ actions, etc., thanks to carefully asked questions
and by analyzing answers; identify motives and purpose - an important
task of interrogation is to identify motives and crime purpose in order to
understand the perpetrator’s behavior and predict his/her further actions;
identify witnesses and other persons involved in a crime - the interrogated
person may name other persons involved in a crime, thus expanding the circle
of suspects and witnesses during interrogation; obtain physical evidence - a
properly conducted interrogation can help the investigator identify and seize
physical evidence confirming the offender’s guilt; convince the interrogated
person to cooperate with the investigation - the investigator can convince
the interrogated person to cooperate
with the investigation, which may result
in a confession and crime solution,
through  competent = communication
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and establishing psychological contact. Therefore, in our opinion, the
participation of a specialist in establishing psychological contact is advisable
and necessary.

What is more, Ye. Demidova also considers an alternative approach by
T. D. Telehina. This approach assumes that the involvement of a specialist in
providing certain types of assistance during interrogation is useful only before
the beginning or after the end of interrogation. The author of the alternative
approach makes the following statements:

1. Negative influence of a third person on interrogation: the presence
of a third person during interrogation can complicate the establishment of
psychological contact between the investigator and the interrogated person;
an additional person can constrain the interrogated person, making him/her
more avoidant and less inclined to cooperate. This can adversely affect the
course of the interrogation by causing the interrogated person to focus on the
stranger rather than the investigator.

2. Undermining the investigator’s authority: the involvement of a “walking
encyclopedia” in interrogation may call into question competence of the
investigator in the eyes of the interrogated; the interrogated person may
see this as the investigator not having enough information to conduct an
independent interrogation. This can result in a loss of trust in the investigator
and a decrease in his/her authority, negatively affecting the interrogation
outcome.

3. Complicating information perception: simultaneous receipt of
information from two sources (investigative and “walking encyclopedia”) can
complicate its perception and analysis; the investigator may lose the thread
of a conversation, get bogged down in details, and miss important points.
This may lead to inefficient interrogation, loss of valuable information, and
investigative errors '°.

In the course of interrogation, a specialist may be involved in
implementation of various tactical techniques. However, the most common
is the assistance of a specialist in the use of tactical techniques, namely in
the asking of questions 2°. From the point of view of some experts, the
involvement of a specialist in the interrogation allows the investigator to
easily verify the truthfulness of testimony made by the interrogated person,
so that he/she can conduct the interrogation more flexibly, ask additional
or clarifying questions, and obtain more reliable information 2!. Thus, as set
forth in clause 1, Part 4, Article 71 of the Criminal Procedure Code of
Ukraine, specialist shall have the right to ask questions to the participants
to the procedural action with the permission of the party to the criminal
proceeding that has committed him/her or the court ?2. In addition to the
aforesaid, Part 4 of Article 226 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine
gives a pedagogue, or psychologist and

a medical practitioner the right to ask
questions. It should be emphasized that
according to Part 2 of Article 227 of the
Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine,
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prior to investigative (detective) action, a legal representative, pedagogue,
psychologist, or medical practitioner shall be advised of their right to ask
the child or an underage qualifying question upon permission 23. Also, the
specialist who acts as a participant in interrogation is granted the right to
ask additional questions to the interrogated person based on his/her written
statement.

To ensure clarity and correct understanding of the interrogated person’s
testimony, the investigator needs to involve a specialist during interrogation.
K. O. Chaplynskyi emphasizes the important role of a specialist during
interrogation, as it is he/she who helps the investigator to clearly reconstruct
the events and objectively assess the testimony of the interrogated person.
Despite thorough planning and consultation with experts, the investigator
may be faced with unpredictable answers from the interrogated person,
which complicates the course of interrogation. This forces the investigator
to terminate interrogation, consult with experts again and study necessary
materials, leading to delays in the investigation and negatively impacting its
duration 24,

Involvement of a specialist is a key factor in the use of the tactical
technique of “on-the-spot interrogation”. The psychological basis of
this method is based on the interrogated person repeatedly reproducing
circumstances in which the event under investigation took place 2°.

It is common practice to involve a specialist in implementing tactical
interrogation technique of “evidence submission”. During interrogation,
“evidence submission” may be used as a tactical technique. This is a
demonstration of the content and significance of information possessed by
the investigator to influence the interrogated person. This can be used to: help
recall the forgotten; direct the interrogated person to describe relevant facts
for the investigation; provide detailed testimony; expose the interrogator’s
lies, etc. 26.

When using this tactical technique, a specialist can perform the
following functions: explanatory - helping the investigator choose the best
time to submit evidence while interrogating certain categories of persons;
methodological - allowing the investigator to determine the most efficient
way to submit evidence; prognostic - assisting the investigator in predicting
how this physical evidence may affect the interrogated person; cognitive -
helping the investigator observe the behavior of the interrogated person during
evidence submission; organizational - helping in submitting several pieces
of evidence; coordinating - helping the investigator to distribute functions
among the specialists when more than one of them is involved in interrogation;
corroborative - allowing accurately describe the course of interrogation with
evidence submission in the minutes, etc. %°.

When involving specialists of certain
categories in implementing tactical
techniques, the investigator must consider
the specifics of their work. In the opinion
of scientists, it is necessary to develop
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guidelines outlining the practice of interaction between the investigator and
the interpreter. Scholars suggest the following method of the investigator’s
control over the interpreter’s work: the investigator first describes to the
interpreter the essence of the forthcoming interrogation and then gives him/
her the opportunity to independently find out the necessary details from the
interrogated person. The investigator then records the testimony translated
by the interpreter. This approach contradicts the current legislation and time
limits for interrogation. According to the norms, in this situation an interpreter
should conduct interrogation, which may lead to incomplete and incorrect
representation of testimonies during their translation and recording in the
minutes.

From our perspective, the inquiring officer should be in charge of
investigation. This is due to the fact that according to Art. 40 Part 1 of the
Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, inquiring officer shall be liable for the
legality and timeliness of the inquiry 28.

In certain cases, specialists may be involved in interrogation at the
initiative of the defense counsel. This aspect is studied in research papers by
V. Bozheniuk and other authors ?°. As set forth in clause 2 Part 5 of Art. 71
of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, the specialist is obliged to follow
the instructions of the party to a criminal proceeding who involved him/her in
investigation 3°. This can significantly affect how the interrogation proceeds
and turns out.

Specialists involved in interrogation are allowed to use their own methods
of interrogation, but overall, their activities must be subordinate to the
investigator. Therefore, the statement that a psychologist in some way
controls the investigator’s actions during interrogation of an underage person
is disputed. It is essential to note that during interrogation, the specialist
uses his/her own method of communication with the interrogated person,
choosing the moment and wording of questions. At the same time, the
investigator must control the specialist’s actions.

It is worth pointing out that a specialist is endowed with the right to object
to questions addressed to him/her during interrogation. As envisaged in Part 4
of Art. 226 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, during interrogation of a
minor or an underage person, pedagogue, psychologist, or medical practitioner
has the right to object to questions which, in their opinion, may harm the physical
or mental health of the interrogated person, or his/her honor and dignity.

Conclusions. The importance of tactic related to involving a specialist in
interrogating is due both to the complexity of the investigative action itself and
to the need to unleash the specialist’s skills while interrogating. It is feasible to
involve a specialist at the stage of establishing psychological contact. When
applying tactical interrogation techniques, such as asking questions, inter-
rogation at the scene, submitting evidence, etc., the investigator should seek
the help of a specialist. It is crucial that we clearly understand what functions
a specialist can perform when participating in implementation of certain tacti-
cal interrogation techniques. As envisaged in the Criminal Procedure Code of
Ukraine, a specialist has the right to ask questions and, in certain cases, to ob-
ject to the questions asked. It is important to note that the specialist’s activities
during interrogation should be supervised by the investigator. Moreover, there
are a number of peculiarities of involving several specialists in interrogation.
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